
Sermon Discussion 
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THE GOOD WAY: When Don’t Kill, Isn’t Enough 

 

You shall not murder. Exodus 20:13 

BIG IDEA: Because people matter to God, how we treat people matters to God. 

Think of something that someone has made or given to you that has little monetary value but is 

priceless to you because of the person who made it. What is the gift and who is that person in 

your life?  How might this help us understand the value that God the Creator places on the 

people that are His image bearers?  

At first glance, Exodus 20:13 may seem straightforward and perhaps easier to obey than some of 

the other commandments. 

• How do you understand this commandment when you read it at face value?  

 

• Why do you think God gave such a short and direct command rather than beginning with all 

the possible exceptions and qualifications? 

 

• The teaching summarizes the principle behind the command this way: Human life is sacred 

and should be protected and valued. What does the word sacred add to your understanding of 

human life? 



MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD| GENESIS 9:6 Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall 

his blood be shed, for God made man in His own image. 

The Egyptian culture and other ancient cultures often measured human value by usefulness, 

status, strength, or productivity. Scripture gives a very different reason for human worth: God 

made humanity in His image. 

• What does it mean to you personally that your worth is because you were made in God’s 

image rather than in what you have accomplished, produced, own, or contributed? 

 

• Where do you see our culture assigning greater or lesser value to people based on usefulness, 

success, appearance, health, age, influence, political views, or something else? 

 

• How would seeing another person as an image-bearer of God change the way we respond 

when that person is difficult, sinful, frustrating, or very different from us? 

 

JESUS TAKES US DEEPER |  

You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders will 

be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be 

liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, 

‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire. - Matthew 5:21–22 (ESV)   

Jesus moves the conversation beyond the physical act of murder to what can happen in the 

human heart. Why do you think Jesus connects anger, contempt, insults, and devaluing words 

with the command against murder? 

 

• The sixth commandment challenges us not just to keep our hands from hurting someone, but 

to keep our heart from de-valuing someone.” What are some subtle ways we do this in our 

thoughts, conversations, or attitudes? 

 

• Is there a difference between being legitimately angry about someone’s behavior and feeling 

contempt toward that person? How can we recognize when anger has crossed that line? 

 



We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers. Whoever does 

not love abides in death. Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no 

murderer has eternal life abiding in him. - 1 John 3:14,15 (ESV) 

This passage connects our love for God with our love for others. Why is our treatment of people 

such an important indicator of our own relationship with God? 

 

WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE TO VALUE LIFE? 

1. Our culture easily values the successful over the struggling, the productive over the dependent, 

the healthy over the sick, or those who agree with us over those who do not. Which of these 

most challenges you? Where might God be asking you to see someone differently? 

 

2. SPEAK TO AND ABOUT PEOPLE WITH DIGNITY. 

Every person we encounter bears God's image. Their behavior does not erase that image, even 

when they are not reflecting it well.How can the way we talk about someone reveal as much 

about our heart as the way we speak directly to them? 

 

• Think about your conversations at home, work, church, online, or with friends. Where are 

you most tempted to dismiss, label, mock, or speak unkindly about another person? 

 

3. USE YOUR POWER TO BUILD UP RATHER THAN TEAR DOWN. 

All of us have some measure of influence. We can encourage or embarrass, include or exclude, 

forgive or retaliate, listen or dismiss. 

• When has God given you influence or authority in someone’s life? 

 

• What would it look like this week to intentionally use that influence to protect someone's 

dignity, encourage them, include them, or build them up? 

 

SO WHAT | Jesus connected the two great commands: Love God. Love your neighbor. The 

two cannot be separated. How we treat people made in God's image says something about how 



we love the God whose image they bear. Consider this; *How do I see people? *How do I speak 

about people? *How do I use my influence with people? 

 

Who is one person God is bringing to mind as you consider these questions? What step will you 

take toward that person? Ask God to reveal any anger, contempt, prejudice, dismissiveness, or 

resentment that has caused you to diminish that person. 
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